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For his research into 
the assassination of 
Pff:sl*Jcft John F. 
Kennedy. Gerald 
Posner practiced 
operating the butt of a 
rifle similar to the one 
Leo Harvey Oswald 
used in Uaiias in 
1963. 'Case Closed' 
is Ills conclusion that 
Oswald was the sole 
gunman. 
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KKALD 1>0SNRK Umk th*> oUrn- 
iHc, bolt-nctinn riHo oJT I fie wall 
in fiis ManhaMan sliifty. 

Apart from n liayonof !ioM» r 
and a little exlrn lentil h lotlieher* 
rol, this was n replica of the ori|»i* 
nnl $12.78 gnn that, nccordinp ton 
fresh vur.**ion of a 30-year nlrl the- 
ory Ihnl. rMsner is |>lyin|;r in a new hook, Iminehed tu'o 
hiillefs lh;»f. IcillefI IVesident -John P\ Kennetly. 

’I’hnl I 'euner would have felt the neetl to purchnsr his 
own Mnnniirher-Carcano rifle is emhiemaf.ir of the 
plodding', painstaking research that already has won 
him accol.'^des — and that he hopes will iH'gin (o ct»n- t 

Vince An»'»ricnns that I>ce Harvey fXswald, ncling ( 

alone, assMssinated Kennedy. ; 

“No mill ter how much you hear the experts say yon j 

can opiMole the bolt in a fraction of a set'oivl, yon want 
to see for ^o^»rs/•lf,“ Posner said as he held the firearm. 

I “Von waiP In .«»ee, ns Marina (OBwald's wifol, said, he i 

I sat on a pi rcii N*:w Orleans . . . and operated it fnr 
honr.s -- »t»es it make a difference** in how rpiiekly t he 
1 rifle can h * fired, rclniidi?d and firetl again. * 

PosiKM looked down at the metal bolt handle. “I will i 

tell yon when I first got it. . . I tended (n he gentle with ! 

it,*' he saM, reralling his initial unsurenes.s with the | 

World War II weafM>n. “Now I just slam it . . .If! had j 

personally foiinrl that the mechanism is much tonghar ' 

to operate. I would have questioned the pxjKjrU in a ' 

different way.** • 

As the 3(Uh anniversary of JFK’s as,snMsi nation ap- j 

proaches, I'osner’s ImkiIc, “CaseClosiyl.*' join.** a crop of 
projects, including television specials and nearly a tlnr. j 

en njjw hooks, that will take part In what has become ] 

an Amorieon ritual: re-examining the events that he- i 

gan whnl shots rang out in Dailn.s' Uenley Pinza at j 

12:30 p.m. on Nov. 22. 1963. I ' 

Ihit th<' IQ-year-riltl Posner's book i.s something dif- ! 

ferent I 

Tn an era when, dejwmding on the poll, as many ns 9 , 

in 10 Amn icanssay they believe that Kennerly w;».«« the 
victim of a con.^prracy, Posner employs meticnlon.s re- 
si*arch to reach what counts ns a novel conrhisinn: 

1'hat, fnr nil its flaws, the Warren (>mnnis.«iion was 
right. Oswald killed JFK without help frnm anyone. 

Posnnr has irnpres,scd admirers and even some cril - 
ics with his diligent research and measured analysis, 
lie ro-ind»*xed the entire 2G-volume Warren Onintnis- 
sion re|>nr|., more than ii million words nf te.stimnny, 
exhibits and appendices. That project ndminated in a 
chilling pnrtrnit of O.swald as a life-long loner who 
could have pnlhnl olT the Kennedy killing alone. 

Posner also employed computer loclinology not 
available In the conun ission in 1964. Tic says the com- 
puter nu^Ieling and animation help show that the 
much-deridefi “magic bullet** — Oswald’s second shot 
— could inrfeod have hit both Kennedy and 1’exa.s (Jov. 

John Conimlly. The computer enhancements also help 




prove that Oswald had ample time to get ofThia three ; i 
shots, Posner says, ' • ' 

The book alr^y has gotten more attention than 
any recent JFK project save Oliver Stone's movie, i 
, *‘JFK,** which sugimted that a plot to kill Kennedy 
emanated from hi^. levels of the United States Gov- 

Its appeal lies boUi^^jn its thorough, apparent^ t 
even-h^ded r^arch, ^d the fact that, following the 
publication in rpcfin^, years of a near-constant stream 
of conspiracy books,' “Case Closed** may be the first 7 
by a reepected author to argue persuasively for the f 
Owald-alone theory, a scenario most Americans di^ 
missed years ago. t l .u' 

“Wo have forgotten the story,” Posner said. “We|. 
have forgotten the details of it b^use we've lost Os- if' 
wald. In ail these thirty years, all the talk was about } 
conspirades.'' I 

Typical of the favorable treatment thus far vm a^ 
cover story and 24-page special report on the book in \ 
U.S. News and World Report. The magazine’s cover f 
declared the book **brilliant*' and conduded that of j; 
all the new books cm the assassination, “(*aso Closed” *< 
had the “smell of truth.” The others, U.S. News said, f 
merely had a “smell*! jh J 

“He sweeps away decades of polemical smoke, lay^ ^ 
by layer, and builds an un.shakable case ai^ainst JFK's ^ 
killer,” U.S. News said of Posner. v>i. 

“It's just a mcxlerof historical scholarship,” said ) 
Stephen Ambrose,^ the Boyd Professor of Histoiy at 
the University of Ne,w Orleans, and noted student of * 
assassination literature, who -says the book has 
changed his mind. He said that until this )>ook, he had } 
entertained the po^bility of a cxmspiracy because of ' 
doubts about the single-bullet theory. He says Posner Vj 
has convinced him ^at a single bullet hit ^th K^- ' 
and ConnaUy, and that Oswald actetl alone. ‘ *} 
But will "Case CloM** change the American mind? i* 
Critics — and there! arO 'many — say that Posner, 
former Manhattan attorney, ignored important evi- "^. 
dence in an ^ort to build a prosecutorial indictment ^ 

- of^e ream of conspiracy theories. 

Probably the n.vict i^'dely respected believer in. the ^ 
possibility of a JFK^^n^irac^ — former House > 
loct Committ^ on Assa s s in ations counsel G. Robert ■ 
Blak^ — said Posner’s bcxik, rather thim having a‘| 
impact, would, end up a mere “footnote” in a J 
bibliography of assassination literature. " % 

“What’s troublesome for me in Posner's book is - 
that he’s a lawyer writing the brief for one aide, and 
there’s no reason for a person who’s seen or heaH all 
the evidence to credit his book as opposed to someone 
else'a,” said Blakey, a University of Notre Dame law 
professor. >> ,;V i 

“I tliink Lee Harvey Oswald fired two shots from { 
behind that killed the president of the United States 
b^ond a reasonable doub^*.*. Blakey Siiid. “But I ] 
think there is substantia] evidence to believe both the • 
ear- and the eye-witnesses that there was another I 
shot in the plaza. 

“I think a reasonable person can agree with me,” 
Blakey added. “I’m not so arrogant as to say, 'Case 
Closed.’” . 

“Case Closed” essentially is a straightforward nar- 
ration of how Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, came 1 
to kill Kennedy. '’The conclusion, though arrived at 
more artfiilty, is precisely that of the Warren Com- 
mission, which endured both contemporary and sub- j 
sequent derision for not seeing a conspiracy. 

But there are some new twists. r 

Posner produced one the old-fashioned way: By ere- 




ating ni8 own inoiui ^oi uie warren ijommisaion re- 
port, he found what he says ia information about Oa* / 
wald that others have^mia^ or ignored. 

**I thought that unless 1 obtain^ an understanding 4 
of Oswald, you atiU don't understand why he shoots 
Jack Kenn^," Posner said. *To me, that ia a funda- 
mental flaw in .the Warren Commiasion and in every 
other book that said Oswald did it” 

For three years, Posner's apartment on East Mth 
Street; already filled ; with mementos uf previous 
books on" subjects , jcaiiging from Nazi doctor Josef 
Mengele to the Chinese mobsters, became a reposi- 
tory of cardboard fll^bdbccs. Marking oif the thou- 
sands of hand-written index cards were divider head- 
ings such as, “Brain”; “Ballistics”; “F^gerprints,” 
and “Mystery Secret Service Men.” 

The indexing enabled Posner to build the case that 
Oswald was no “patsy,” but instead troubled and in- 
creasingly violent as he grew up. Indeed, Posner de- 
votee about half the book to what amounts to a com- 
pelling new biomphy or^the alleged assassin. The 
footnotes show uiat much of the telling detail in Os- 
wald's life story comes straght out of commission re- * 
cords which have been’ av^able to anyone for 30 ' 
years. 

'IVpi^ of the biogi^hical section is a long-buried 
' ’ ' Please see JFK on Page 90 
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accent of the period that O^^ald and his quarrelsome, 
Mripab^ mother, >Maj^^ spent in NeWiYork 

had gathered the details of this and • 
^Iw plmcids in Oswald's life primarily to determine 
ir« over the years, and to examine 

, his contacts. But to Posner, the exhibits and interviews * 
. hi thO ooiiOTission record provided the meat for a clear- 
'>br, more tel n 

^ . O^ald’s father, Robert, an insurance salesman, had 
died months before Oswald was bom on Oct. 18, 
1939.’By the time Lee and his mother moved in with 
Yela^ves bn East 92nd Street in August, 1962, he al- 
ready ' had. been in an’ orphan oge and six different 
schools, 'At PS 44 in the Bronx, Oswald was declared a 
- truahV.and was remanded to Youth House for psychi- 
atric evaluation. 

i . Pomer writes that at Youth House, Oswald told hia 
caseworker that he felt . 'his mother “never gave a 
damn” about him. Later, a staff psychiatrist. Dr. Rena- 
ta Hartogs, found Oswald, at age 12, to have “a poten- 
li^ :foF • explosive, ag^gressive, assaultive acting out *• 
which was rather unusual to find in a child who was 
sent to. the Youth House on such a mild charge as 
' truancy from school,” he told the Warren Commission 
in'1964:- ^ k: * r 

‘ Posner began the project iii 1990 thinking that^Os- 
wald. ^g^t have been part of a conspiracy involving’^ 
orga^ed^/^^ or even a small group of friendfl.l“I;x. 
behey^, anyway, that Oswald had done the shooting,”.* i 
P^^ef ®eid, “I never thought that he was a patsy 

completely set up. But whether or not he did the shoot- 

ing in';Dealey Plaza didn't answer the question -of ^ 
whether he was part of n conspiracy.” . • 

But the more he learned about Oswald, the more 
he ;became convinced that he acted alone in killing 
Kennedy, v-t. f 

But aiwfys stoking the conspi racy theoriea^^m tho‘ ? 
case's troubling forensic evidence. After 30 years, as- 
saasinologists still were raising doubts about the 



magic: bullet” — Oswald's second shot. According to 
the official account, the bullet passed through both ‘ 
^nnecly and Connally, who was aoateti in front of the 
President in the limousine. It wa.s found on a stretcher 
at Parkland Hospital in Dallas. ^ 

. - Surely,^ the conspiracists argue, the seven entrance 
and exit.wounds that the bullet allegedly produced had 
to be evidence of more than one shooter. To some 
reviewers, Posner's account of the path of the bullet ia 
among the most persuasive material in “Case Closed” 

/■ examining the bullet's trejectory, Posner leaned 
on mociern technology that was unavailable to the 
. con^nussion. Although hia personal research alreiacW 
r was leading him to conclude that the bullet did indeed 
pass through both Kennedy and Con nally, he became a 
true believer after stumbling across the work of Fail- 
ure Analysis Associates,, a Menlo Park, Calif., engi- 
‘ specializes in computer recreations 

^ negligence cases. The firm had 
:: imaging of the Kennedy assassination 

I Harv^ Oswald last 

After ^!^ing the show, Posner contact^ the'rom- 
pany, which allowed him to use its computer modeling 
in^e book. Pm lure Analysis created a frill-size model 
of Kennedy's limousine, placing in the seats two j^ple ‘ 
who were the precise height and weight of Kennedy 
Connally. Researchers then filmed the car and put 
it into animation at the place on Dallas’ Elm Street 
that ^nnedy 's car was passing when Oswald's second 
shot was flr^. KenAedy'a and Connally 's wounds also 
were placed into the animation. 

^ Awrding to the computer, the bullet hit Kennedy in 
* ^ the back, leaving a 6.5-inch millimeter wound, and 
paased out of his throat. The bullet now was tumbling. 

It left a IV^i-inch wound in Connolly's back and a 2- 
inch-diameter wound below the right nipple on hia 
chest, where it exited. New enhancements of Abraham 
2^pruder*8 famous film of the assassination show Con- 
n^y's right suit lapel lifting at that moment, which 
Posner says buttresses the single-bullet theory. . 

The bullet, by now traveling backward then enter^ 
-the governor's wrist, fracturing the radius bone in the 
forearm. In the process, it was deflected downward into 
Connally 'a left thigh. 

Posner uses similar techniques to show that Oswald 
took a total of 8.4 seconds — “ample time,” he says — 

.to get off three shots. Conspiracy believers who 
have examined the Zapruder film say the shots took a ‘ 
totelo^4.8jBeconds to 6.6 serond — not enough time, 1 
Oswald to fire three shots from thaman- 
ual bolt-action rifle.. 

^ But Posner shows how enhancements of the .Za- 
^®*"on8tratea that the first shot, which 
”»M^O^rred much earlier than many had thought. 

^^Tn^^MoK|^nce of tho'^rf^t now appi y iT p i. ‘ft— — ^ ^ 
-IPgfTBUlJrcHa n m framesTfflfe h^'fT 
mosj icpp^iracy books contend 



^ ' All of this added up, in Posner's mind, to the condu- 
sion that a lone gunman killed Kennedy and wounded 
Connally and that it was Oswald. Moreover, he con- 
tends that eveiy other coi^ir^ theo fell apart 
>^under examination, and detaus^'why in his book. 

V 'Tm putting my professional reputaton on the line 
:10Q percent," said Posner, whose credits include the 
r 19^ book, "Mengele: The Complete Story." 

. *Tt'a heybnd a reasonable doubt," Posner said. 

^ 'Whether the book helps to push a public apparently 
sold on conspira<y toward the same conclusion re- 
mains an open question. 

^ .."God, I hope so," said historian Ambrose, when 
^asked whether "Case Closed'!, might begin to turn 
Americans away from JFK conspriacy tliooriea. * 

:> "I'm a big-game hunter, and I had thought I knew 
! something about what a bullet does when it hi ts flesh," 
i said Ambrose, who wrote a promotional blurb for the 
, book jacket. "Well, he satisfies me completely. I don't 
:see how any serious person can argue any longer that 
.{there was a conspiracy to kill Jack Kennedy." 
y Dr. Michael Baden, director of forensics for the 
New York State Police and formerly Uie chief forensic 
i pathologist for the House Select Committee on Assas^ 
^sinations, called Posner’s forensic evidence "very 
Vcompelling.” , . • . 

^ . However, Baden notes, he hu almost as much faith 
. in what he c^ls the "Lone Ranger threory of assassina- 
' tion, where one good guy can l^t up a lot of bad guys, 
.«but it tekes a lot of had guys to b^t up a good guy. 
/^en someone like President Kennedy is killed there’s 
v'a natural bent to feel that one lone guy can’t do it." 

V .^Certainly, Posner hasn't- shaken attorney Mark 
^^Liwe, author of the 1966 bool^' ','Rush to Judgment," 
^and an avid believer in a conspiracy to kill Kennedy, 
'y, “For the people clinging to the position that every- 
uiing's well in America, and that Oswald did it alone — 

•vif that’s what they ne^ to sleep well at night they’ll 
^probably buy this l30ok and put it on their nightstond 
.and probably never re.'id it," .Lane erdd. 

;; ‘‘I don’t think it’ll change anybody’s mind,” Lane 
said. "Too many witnesses have come forward ..." 

I Said Posner: "We’ve had thirty years of conspiracy 
' theories in this country — that’s all we’ve been bom- 
barded with. I would hope that it can change minds. I 
^^hope it swings the pendulum beck to what I view as the 

■A. »t _ ^ _ 



